^52           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
The ordinary suicide is committed either from*
weakness or cowardice—due to a momentary despair,
or a shock which the person is not strong enough to
bear, or a sudden misfortune coming upon him from some-
wrong action which he fears will be discovered and the
penalty of which he wishes to escape. It is sometimes-
the deliberate, but often the hurried, action of a man who'
is trying to get out of a trouble and escape from it.
Yet he cannot escape from it. When he has struck
away his body, he is wide awake on the other side of deathy.
exactly the same man as he was a moment before, except
that his physical body is thrown off; he is no more changed
than if he had merely taken off his coat. The thing which
drove him to suicide was mental or emotional, as the
case may be. He has not got rid either of his mind or
his emotions. All that part of him that drove him to
suicide is there ; it was not a mere bodily action. The
result of his losing the physical body is that his capacity
for suffering is very much increased. He is subject to the
same forces as those which may have driven him to
suicide. There is, however, one peculiarity in relation to
it, that he generally goes through (in imagination ', as we
call it, all that led up to the point when he killed himself,
repeats automatically the feelings of despair and fear
which preceded the self-murder, and goes through the'
act and death-struggle with ghastly persistence.
That curious automatic effect, the repeating of a
thing over and over again in Kamaloka, is also a character-
istic of the murderer when he passes over, as mentioned
above, whether the murder is found out or not.   Of
course if he is found out and hanged, then it takes place-
in rapid sequence. That is also one of the ways in which
the savage learns that murder is wrong. In his case, it

